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Stories that Connect Us: 
A‘ohe hana nui ke alu ‘ia 


No task is too great when done together 


20 years from now you will be more disappointed by the things that you didn’t do than the things you 
did do. So throw off the bowlines. Catch the trade winds in your sails. Explore. Dream. Discover. - 
Mark Twain 


Upon the famed trade winds of Hawai‘i came its first people from Polynesia over a thousand years 
ago. They set off on hand-hewn sailing canoes—their own tiny islands of sustainability in deeply 
uncertain times—and followed an ancient pathway of stars across the vast Pacific to discover a 
remote paradise. 


The art of deep-sea voyaging would be traded in for a deeply intertwined relationship with the 
islands, resulting in a distinct Hawaiian culture. Yet the trade winds would persist, bringing 
explorers, then missionaries, with the salvation of new religion; the curse of foreign disease; the 
overthrow of a sovereign nation, and the promise of industrial progress that would change Hawai‘i 
irrevocably. 


Today’s trade winds now bring over 85% of Hawai’i's food. Visitors to Hawai‘i equal its resident 
population—about 1.4 million people—every other day. These arrivals also bring exotic new species 
daily, threatening Hawai‘i’s fragile and highly endemic biodiversity. The winds themselves slacken 
in a changing climate, threatening Hawai‘i’s greatest treasure of all—its rainfall. 


Though weakened, still the wind blows, fueling resurgence in traditional Hawaiian voyaging. Just 
last year, a double-hulled canoe, Hokiile ‘a, completed a three-year sail around the world without 
modern navigational instruments, to inspire the global community to find solutions to shared 
environmental problems. [s/and Earth itself is a canoe upon which we all sail together, wholly 
dependent. 


And the winds will bring you. At this year’s annual conference we will ply these waters together, 
and forge ahead with the same voyaging mission born thousands of years ago: the search for 


sustainability. 


Navigating turbulent federal policy crosscurrents; drawing guidance from cultural wisdom; 
understanding how to manage the true impacts of climate change, addressing fragmentation, 
invasives and other threats—this year’s agenda is designed to inspire our thinking on the best ways 


to survive and thrive. 


AGENDA 


MONDAY, JUNE 11 


9:00 AM-5:00 PM 


7:00 am 


8:00 am sharp 
Departure 


8:00 am sharp 
Departure 


REGISTRATION—PICK UP YOUR NAME BADGE! 

In or near Haulalai Room 

We would very much like people to be wearing their name badges. Please 
pick up your badge sometime Monday during the day and be sure to wear it 
during the Welcome and Opening Ceremony. Getting your badge is the 
extent of the registration process. 


Breakfast 

Rays on the Bay 

Available only for attendees of the two field academies departing the hotel 
in the morning. When you check into the hotel, you will be given a voucher 
good for one breakfast at Rays on the Bay only on Monday morning. The 
restaurant opens at 6:00 a.m. 


ACADEMIES—BFG MEMBERS ONLY 
Concurrent sessions, supplemental fee. 


ACADEMY #1: MAUKA (UPLAND) FIELD ACADEMY 

Spend the day seeing the wonders of Hawai’i's native forest. Learn about 
its ecology and cultural traditions, and about the integrated program of 
policy, science, finance and community engagement to conserve it in the 
face of complex threats. This academy is a chance to see endemic birds, 
plants and more in the company of local experts. Moderate hiking. 

Meet at the front lobby of the hotel. Two vans from Hawaiian Forest and 
Trails will be waiting. Lunch will be provided. Please read the “What to 
Know. What to Bring” document carefully before packing. 


ACADEMY #2: MAKAI (COASTAL) FIELD ACADEMY 
Join us for a shoreline hike, snorkeling, and a discussion over a picnic 
lunch at a beautiful community center at Ka‘upulehu. The discussion will 
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12:00-1:30 pm 


1:30-4:30 PM 


4:30-5:30 pm 


5:30 PM 
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focus on shoreline development and nearshore marine resource changes 
over time anda recent 10-year, no-take marine reserve designation in the 
area. Participants will be guided by Hannah Springer, a respected elder 
and lineal descendant of Ka‘upulehu. She will be joined by Chad Wiggins, 
Hawaii Island Marine Director of the Nature Conservancy, which is a 
partner in this effort. 

Meet at the front lobby of the hotel. A Roberts transport van will be waiting. 
Lunch will be provided. Snorkeling equipment will not be provided. Please 
bring your own. There is also no formal changing area. Plan accordingly. 
Please read the “What to Know. What to Bring” document carefully before 
packing. 


Lunch (available for afternoon academy attendees only) 
Outside Haulalai Room 
Pick up lunch no later than 12:30 pm. You may eat wherever you like. 


ACADEMY #3: WHAT’S YOUR BIODIVERSITY STORY? 

A transformational communication academy conducted by Thaler Pekar 
Haulalai Room 

Thaler Pekar is a pioneer in narrative and communication and the CEO of 
Thaler Pekar & Partners. She has experience working with Atlantic 
Philanthropies, Arcus Foundation, and many other foundations to 
understand and create the value of different narrative strategies through 
stories. This Academy focuses on us—as foundation leaders, movement- 
builders, engaged citizens, friends and family members—and how we can 
use stories to explore complex situations, critically important issues, and 
movement building. The goal of the academy is to gain new tools to doa 
better job telling the story of your/our work. Special follow-up coaching 
will be provided to up to five participants. 


Break 


TRADITIONAL HAWAIIAN WELCOME 

Bayview Lawn 

Please gather on the Bayview Lawn for the opening ceremony and 
welcoming to this culturally significant area of Keauhou. This site is of 
great importance in the history of Hawai'i. Lily Kahelelani Lyons & Yuki 
Ka‘ea Lyons, Kumu Hula (Hula Instructors) of Halau Ka’eaikahelelani 
along with lineal descendant kupuna (area elders), will welcome us to 
place and provide ho’okupu (offerings) to the site. Kaimana Barcarse will 
lead BFG participants in seeking permission for our presence in the area 
from the lineal descendants. Kaimana and Lily will provide a brief 
explanation of the significance of this ritual and living practice. 

This event will begin promptly at 5:30. Guests traveling with you are 
welcome to join us for this ceremony. 


6:30 PM 


7:00 PM 


7:30-9:00 pm 


OPENING RECEPTION 


Bayside Lawn 
Thanks to the Marisla Foundation for sponsoring the opening reception. 


SENSE OF PLACE KEYNOTE: CHIPPER WICHMAN - PRESIDENT, CEO & 
DIRECTOR OF THE NATIONAL TROPICAL BOTANICAL GARDEN, AND 
ARCHITECT OF BRINGING THE INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR CONSERVATION 
OF NATURE’S, WORLD CONSERVATION CONGRESS 2016 TO HAWAI'I 


Dinner 


TUESDAY, JUNE 12 


7:00-8:30 am 


8:45-9:15 AM 


9:15-10:15 AM 


10:15-10:45 am 


10:45-12:00 pm 


Breakfast 
‘Aina Kai Room 


WELCOME FROM BFG EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR JUDY HATCHER AND ANNUAL 
MEETING PLANNING COMMITTEE CO-CHAIRS JAUNE EVANS, TAMPALPAIS 
TRUST, AND ERIC CO, HAROLD K.L. CASTLE FOUNDATION. 

BAYVIEW Rooms 


OPENING SESSION—THE HONORABLE GOVERNOR OF HAwal'l, DAVID 
IGE, JOINED BY CELESTE CONNORS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF HAWAII 
GREEN GROWTH 


Introduced by Terry George, President and CEO, Harold K.L. Castle 
Foundation 


Break 


NAVIGATING STORMY SEAS—ALL HANDS ON DECK 

Bayview Rooms 

Protecting biodiversity in the Trump era challenges us to roll up our sleeves 
and engage in the fight of our lives. How can we most effectively deploy our 
resources to protect the planet in this perilous time? With insights from 
seasoned experts, we’ll sharpen our thinking about three different approaches 
that hold promise in this moment: investing in strategic litigation, building 
champions in the states, and leveraging international partnerships. 


Speakers: 

¢ Kathleen Welch, Principal, Corridor Partners 

¢ John Calvelli, Executive Vice President for Public Affairs, Wildlife 
Conservation Society 


BFG Annual Meeting 2018 Agenda 


12:00-12:15 pm 


12:15-12:45 pm 


12:45-2:00 PM 


2:00-2:30 pm 


2:30-4:00 PM 


e Mitch Bernard, Chief Counsel, Natural Resources Defense Council 


Moderator: 
¢ Keiki Kehoe, Co-Director, The Brainerd Foundation 


FOOD SYSTEM STORIES: TALKING WITH OUR MOUTHS FULL 

NAOMI STARKMAN, CIVILEATS 

Bayview Rooms 

We'll open this lunchtime session with remarks by Naomi Starkman, 
founder and editor-in-chief of CivilEats, a daily news source for critical 
thought about the American food system and a James Beard Foundation 
publication of the year award winner. Naomi will address key themes in 
food systems, and how the stories of food and sustainability can have 
impact. 


TRANSITION TO BUFFET LINE AND LUNCH TABLES 

Rays on the Bay 

We will enjoy a locally sourced meal and lively discussions with guests 
who are at the forefront of Hawaii’s sustainable food renaissance— 
including local chefs, seafood purveyors, farmers, and food advocates. 
Please refer to the number on the card in your name badge holder for your 
assigned table. 


LEARNING AND SHARING WITH LOCAL FOOD EXPERTS OVER LUNCH 

Rays on the Bay 

¢ Naomi Starkman, Editor-in-Chief, CivilEats 

¢ Megan Blazak, Agricultural Business Development Specialist, The 
Kohala Center 

¢ Jesse Cooke, Vice President of Investments, Ulupono Initiative 

¢ Danya Hakeem, Portfolio Manager for Agriculture and Water, 
Elemental Excelerator 

¢ Michael and Tricia Hodson, Founders and Owners, WOW Farms 

¢ Gary Maunakea-Forth, Co-Founder and Managing Director, MA’O 
Organic Farms 

¢ Albie Miles, Assistant Professor of Sustainable Community Food 
Systems at the University of Hawai’i, West O’ahu 

¢ Ashley Watts, Owner, Local I’a 


Break 


INNOVATIONS OF CULTURAL WISDOM: A RICH CULTURAL CONVERSATION 
FOR DEEPER CONNECTION TO COMMUNITY AND THE ENVIRONMENT 
Bayview Rooms 

This conversation will engage in deep cultural diversity and the diverse 
perspectives that are leading environmental movements in their regions 
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4:00-4:30 pm 


4:30-6:00 PM 


6:00-7:00 PM 
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of the globe and making a difference in protecting the environment and 
supporting sustainable cultural integrity, for a stronger, deeper and more 
powerful movement. 


Speakers: 

e Aiko Schaefer, Director, Front & Centered Coalition 

¢ Douglas Neasloss, Chief Councillor and Resource Stewardship 
Director, Kitasoo/Xai'xais First Nation 

¢ Willy Kostka, Executive Director, Micronesia Conservation Trust 


Moderator/speaker: 
e ‘Aulani Wilhelm, Senior Vice President, Center for Oceans 


Break 


‘IKE KU‘UNA: AN INTERACTIVE HAWAIIAN CULTURAL IMMERSION 
EXPERIENCE 

Bayview Rooms 

It is difficult to appreciate the culture of any new locale during a short stay, 
especially if most of one’s time is tied up inside conference rooms. Even with 
a lengthened stay, genuine cultural experiences can prove to be elusive. Yet as 
many of us recognize, the richness of the discussion inside the conference 
room is in part dependent upon one’s understanding of its surrounding 
context. So we will bring a number of Hawaiian community groups and 
leaders to the resort grounds, so that conference participants can learn about 
and experience genuine aspects of the Hawaiian culture. In contrast to what 
tourists may enjoy, this will include authentic activities, interpretive displays, 
and conversations centered on the past, present and future of Hawaiian culture 
as it relates to conference session topics. 


In a rotating format, participants will experience: 

1. Wa ‘a (voyaging canoe)-themed learning about natural cycles and 
seasons with Na Kalai Wa‘a 

2. Kui ‘Ai (traditional taro preparation) with local taro farmer Ke‘ahi 
Tomas 

3. Hula orientation by Halau Ka‘eaikahelelani 

4, Learn basic ‘Olelo Hawai i (Hawaiian words) from the children of 
Punana Leo -Kona/'Ehunui 


Everyone, including guests traveling with you, is welcome to join us for this 
outdoor session. 


BFG BUSINESS MEETING 
Bayview Rooms 


7:00-9:00 pm 


Dinner 
Paakai Point 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 13 


7:30-8:30 am 


8:30-10:00 AM 


10:00-10:30 am 


10:30-12:00 Pm 
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Breakfast (with ad hoc table discussions) 
‘Aina Kai Room 


* Conservation Science 

¢ Equity and diversity initiatives that BFG members are (or could 
be) engaged in 

¢ Others tba 


EARTH, AIR, WATER, FIRE: EMERGING TOOLS, STORIES AND STRATEGIES 
FOR COMMUNITIES TO ENGAGE IN CLIMATE RESILIENCE OPPORTUNITIES 
Bayview Rooms 

Extreme weather due to climate change offers us the opportunity to 
support innovative activities by organizations that are responding 
effectively in this challenging time. Experts will discuss strategies by local 
communities, industry and nonprofits to deal proactively with the 
dramatic impacts of climate change, such as from fires, drought, sea level 
rise, hurricanes, and shifting habitats across the country and around the 
world. 


Speakers: 

¢ Allison Brooks, Executive Director, Bay Area Regional Collaborative 

¢ Cathy Macdonald, Director of Policy and External Affairs, Oregon, 
The Nature Conservancy 

¢ Samantha Medlock, North America lead for Capital, Science, and 
Policy with Willis Towers Watson, a global risk management firm. 


Moderator: 
¢ Dave Secord, Conservation Advisor, Edgerton Foundation 


Break 


PULL IT OR PLANT IT? INVASION AND RESTORATION IN CHANGING TIMES 
Bayview Rooms 

Nothing typifies biodiversity conservation on islands—be they natural or 
man-made islands—like invasive species management. This session will 
update us on the state of invasive species management in the U.S. and 
beyond, and the intriguing question of how to respond as species and 
habitats shift and re-mix in changing times. Tricky business! 


12:00-12:30 pm 


12:30 pm sharp 
Departure 


Speakers: 

¢ Jamie Reaser, Executive Director, National Invasive Species Council 
Secretariat 

¢ Blair McLaughlin, Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, 
UC Santa Cruz 


Moderator: 
¢ Alan Holt, Program Director, Margaret A. Cargill Philanthropies 


Break/ Grab lunch/Prepare for field trips 
Box lunches will be available in or near the ‘Aina Kai Room 


FIELD TRIPS 

Concurrent sessions. 

Meet at the front lobby of the hotel. Vans will be waiting. 

Please read the “What to Know.What to Bring” document carefully before 
packing. 


(1) Pu'uhonua o Honaunau National Historical Park 
https://www.nps.gov/puho/index.htm 

Extending along the old lava flats of the Kona Coast, Pu'uhonua o Honaunau 
National Historical Park is home to some of the most significant traditional 
Hawaiian cultural and archeological sites in the Hawaiian archipelago. In 
addition, the park provides the opportunity to spot some of the unique wildlife 
found in Hawaii. Along the shore, you can watch for green sea turtles and may 
be lucky enough to spot one basking in the sun. Coastal birds may be seen 
feeding along the rocky coastlines. Search on Pu'uhonua o Honaunau on the 
Pacific Islands Inventory & Monitoring Network Park Species List for more 
details on species in the park. https://www.nps.gov/im/pacn/species.htm 

As there is no access to the ocean within the park itself, we hope to offer a 
snorkeling and swimming opportunity as part of this field trip. A highly 
regarded snorkeling area locally known as "Two Step" lies adjacent to the 
park. Please review this web page for more information on Two Step: 
http://www.snorkeling-report.com/spot/snorkeling-two-step-big-island- 
hawaii/ 

Snorkeling equipment will not be provided. Please bring your own. There is 
also no formal changing area. Plan accordingly. 


(2) Natural Energy Laboratory of Hawaii and Hawaiian Monk 

Seal Hospital 

Come visit and experience the future now with Friends of Natural Energy 
Laboratory of Hawaii (NELHA), and experience a fascinating visit to the 
Hawaii Ocean Science Technology Park on the Big Island near Kailua-Kona. 
Learn about how Hawaii is leading efforts to develop technology that can help 
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promote food security, and to preserve our natural resources. 
http://nelha.hawaii.gov/ 

NELHA is only one of two locations in the world that have a deep seawater 
pipeline and operational Ocean Thermal Energy Conversion (OTEC) 
facilities. NELHA is a great example of an island using two of its greatest and 
most prevalent natural resources, sunlight and seawater, to address three of the 
world’s most pressing needs: food, clean energy and fresh water. In addition, 
we'll visit Ke Kai Ola, the Hawaiian monk seal hospital, and learn about 
efforts to protect this endangered species. Ke Kai Ola opened in 2014 and, 
through a close working relationship with NOAA, supports Hawaiian monk 
seal conservation through rehabilitation, community volunteer engagement, 
and formal and informal education. 
http://www.marinemammalcenter.org/what-we-do/ke-kai-ola/ 


(3) Promoting Native Hawaiian Culture / Viewing Hawaii’s Marine 
Biodiversity 

This year, Kamehameha Schools completed the demolition of the old 
Keauhou Beach Hotel on the school’s land in Kailua-Kona, very close to 
where we are hosting the Annual Meeting. Although the hotel was once very 
profitable, the Schools decided that the land on which it was located could be 
more appropriately used to benefit the local community and promote the 
interpretation of native Hawaiian culture and the education of the island’s 
youth. The former Outrigger-managed 309-room hotel, once the 10th-largest 
hotel on the Big Island, was shut down five years ago as part of Kamehameha 
Schools’ plan to re-establish its lands around Kahaluu and Keauhou as a 
center for Hawaiian culture and learning. Educational complex Kahaluu Ma 
Kai is set to replace the hotel. http://www.ksbe.edu/kahaluu_ma_kai/ 

This field trip will explore the property on which the educational complex will 
be built and the story behind this change in land use. Kamehameha Schools 
staff will be on hand to discuss this powerful example of a Trust making a 
conscious effort to trade conventional financial benefits for progressive, social 
ones directly for its beneficiaries. 

After the tour, we’ll head to Kahaluu Beach Park for swimming and lounging. 
This small cove offers one of the safest and most accessible places to access a 
healthy abundant reef. Although not a marine preserve, it rivals larger and 
better-known areas for the diversity of its marine life. 

http://www. hawaiisnorkelingguide.com/kahaluu_beach_park_snorkeling.html 
Snorkeling equipment will not be provided. Please bring your own. There is 
also no formal changing area. Plan accordingly. 


5:00-6:00 pm Break 

6:00-7:00 PM RECEPTION IN HONOR OF HIS EXCELLENCY THOMAS REMENGESAU JR., 
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF PALAU 
Bayview Lawn 


Thanks to the Harold K.L. Castle Foundation for sponsoring this reception. 
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7:00-10:00 pm 


We are delighted to announce that President Remengesau will be joining 
us for the duration of the meeting. Wishing to make Palau less dependent 
upon foreign aid, President Remengesau has promoted the expansion and 
growth of the tourist industry through his policy and slogan "Preserve the 
Best and Improve the Rest," referring to the country’s rich and diverse 
environmental resources. Internationally, Remengesau has been active in 
maintaining Palau's presence in the United Nations. During his 
administration Palau has become known as an unheralded leader 
amongst the international community of environmental initiatives, such 
as the Micronesian Challenge and its cooperation with South Pacific 
Nations in advocating awareness of global warming and its effects in the 
South Pacific Region. 


Dinner with Music 

Bayview Lawn 

JOHN KEAWE 

John Keawe is an well-known award-winning slack key guitarist who has 
released several recordings on the Homestead Productions label. He was a 
contributing artist on “Slack Key Guitar, Vol. 2,” which won Hawait’s first 
Grammy award in 2005. John grew up in the little town of Hawi in North 
Kohala. 


THURSDAY, JUNE 14 


7:00-8:30 am 


9:00-10:30 AM 


Breakfast 
‘Aina Kai Room 


NAINOA THOMPSON 

PRESIDENT, POLYNESIAN VOYAGING SOCIETY, Pwo (MASTER) NAVIGATOR 
ABOARD HOKULE‘A 

His EXCELLENCY THOMAS REMENGESAU JR., PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC 
OF PALAU 

Bayview Rooms 

Nainoa Thompson is the first Hawaiian to practice the ancient Polynesian 
art of navigation since the 14th century. He has navigated the two double- 
hulled sailing canoes (Hokule‘a and Hawai‘iloa) from Hawai‘i to other 
island nations in Polynesia without the aid of western instruments. Using 
his accomplishments as a navigator, Thompson develops multi- 
disciplined, culturally relevant educational programs in partnership with 
other educational institutions, organizations and agencies. 


Pres. Remengesau will offer his reflections on the gathering, and leave us 
with hope and a charge for the future. 
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10:30-11:00 am 


11:00 am- 
2:00 pm 


GOODBYES & Box LUNCH To GO 
Box lunches will be available in front of or just inside ‘Aina Kai Room 


SPECIAL POST-MEETING EVENT: A VISIT WITH HAWAIIAN VOYAGERS 

A little over 40 years ago, the revival of Hawaiian ocean-voyaging canoes 
(wa'a kaulua) and sailing techniques played a significant role in an 
upswell of interest in preserving native knowledge, and in breathing new 
life into cultural practices, renewed use of ancestral knowledge and the 
survival of the Hawaiian language. To provide a companion first-hand 
experience to Nainoa’s sharing, we are working to provide an opportunity 
for meeting attendees to visit with Hawaiian voyagers on sucha 

vessel. The double-hulled canoe will be sailed down by the Sheraton 
Kona to be available for tours, accompanied by a number of smaller 
double-hulled canoes that you may be able to sail upon. 


Over the course of the meeting, we will also have the opportunity to engage with four 
“Spotlight” speakers nominated by the BFG membership. As younger, emerging leaders in the 
field of conservation philanthropy, they will share with us their unique perspectives on this 
work. Speakers include: 


Danielle Levoit, Doris Duke Charitable Foundation 
Shorey Myers, Jenifer Altman Foundation 

Itoah Scott-Enns, Arctic Funders Collaborative 
Sonja Swift, Swift Foundation 


Important note: BFG’s Annual Meeting is open to BFG members and invited guests only. We are committed to 
providing a safe, inclusive, and engaging gathering. All attendees are encouraged to debate and provide 
collaborative opportunities. This meeting, and all BFG meetings and calls, unless otherwise noted, are off the record 
regarding media. Please refrain from fundraising and respect the media policy. This policy is intended to protect 
meeting participants and to encourage open dialogue during the meeting. 
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Mitch Bernard 

Chief Counsel, Natural Resources Defense Council 

Mitch Bernard has successfully litigated water, air, toxics, and 
environmental justice cases against Texaco, Mallinckrodt, Duke Energy, 
and a variety of government agencies. From 1995 to 1998, as a monitor 
appointed by U.S. District Judge John S. Martin, Jr., he oversaw the 
creation and implementation of an environmental compliance program at 
Con Edison. He later served as a consultant to the U.S. Attorney for the 
Southern District of New York. He graduated with honors from Princeton 


University, where he received the Page Prize for Achievements in Creative Writing. He is also a 
graduate of New York University School of Law, where he was a Hays Civil Liberties Fellow and won 
the Poses Prize for student clinical practice. He served as a law clerk in the United States Court of 
Appeals for the Second Circuit. 


Megan Blazak 

Agricultural Business Development Specialist, The Kohala Center 
Megan Blazak currently serves as an Agricultural Business Development 
Specialist at The Kohala Center, a community-based institute for 
research, conservation, and education in Hawai'i focusing on food 
self-reliance, energy self-reliance, and ecosystem health. In this position 
Megan provides technical assistance to farmers, small businesses, and 
charitable organizations, helping them secure capital for agricultural, 
food systems, and clean energy initiatives. She also assists with project 
management, evaluation, planning, and communications for the Center’s 


Rural and Cooperative Business Development Services program. Megan previously worked as the 
development and evaluation associate for the Hawai'i Center for Food Safety and with KUPU as an 
energy efficiency and agriculture fellow. A former U.S. Fulbright Scholar in Poland working on 
energy and environmental issues, she graduated from Rutgers University with a B.A. in English and 


Women's Studies. 


Allison Brooks 

Executive Director, Bay Area Regional Collaborative 

Allison Brooks is helping to coordinate regional planning efforts of the 
Bay Area’s four regional agencies with a primary focus on aligning 
climate change mitigation and adaptation efforts. The agencies include 
the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC), the Association of 
Bay Area Governments (ABAG), the Bay Area Air Quality Management 
District (BAAQMD), and the Bay Conservation and Development 
Commission (BCDC). Allison is serving as Chair of the Board for the 
Resilient by Design Bay Area Challenge -a collaborative research and 
design project that brings together local residents, public officials and 
local, national and international experts to develop innovative solutions to the issues brought on by 
climate change that our region faces today. Prior to joining BARC, Allison led the national 
organization Reconnecting America, where she developed data-driven and interdisciplinary solutions 
to better integrate transportation and land use to meet broader climate, social equity and economic 
goals in metro areas across the United States, and across federal agencies. She also led the Livable 
Communities Initiative at the East Bay Community Foundation for over six years. Allison has a BA in 
Political Science from the University of California, San Diego and a Masters in Sustainable 
International Development from the Heller Graduate School of Social Policy and Management at 
Brandeis University. She served as a Peace Corps Volunteer in Ghana, West Africa. 


John Calvelli 

Executive Vice President for Public Affairs, Wildlife Conservation 
Society 

John Calvelli joined the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) in 2000 
after working for more than 15 years in public service. WCS is a global 
conservation organization committed to saving wildlife and wild places 
worldwide through science, conservation action, education, and 
inspiring people to value nature. John is leading the organization’s 
efforts to inspire and engage the public in support of its mission. Prior to 
joining WCS, Mr. Calvelli served as a senior staff person to 
Congressman Eliot Engel. As Administrative Assistant/Counsel, he had 
oversight responsibility for Congressional administrative office functions 
and oversaw, directed and supervised all legislative initiatives of 
Representative Engel during his tenure on the House Commerce Committee, the International 
Relations Committee, the Science Committee and the Education and Labor Committee. Mr. Calvelli 
graduated from Fordham University and earned a law degree from Fordham Law School. Mr. 
Calvelli was a founder and is currently the Chair of the International Conservation Partnership. He 
also serves on the board of the Public Affairs Council, New York City and Company and is the 
Co-Chair of New Yorkers for Culture and Arts and Chair of the New York City Cultural Institutions 
Group. 


Celeste Connors 

Executive Director, Hawai’i Green Growth 

Celeste Connors has twenty years of experience working at the 
intersection of economic, environment, energy, and international 
development policy. Before joining Hawai‘i Green Growth, she was 
CEO and co-founder of cdots development LLC, which works to build 
resilient infrastructure and services in vulnerable communities. Celeste 
previously served as the Director for Environment and Climate Change 
at the National Security Council and National Economic Council in the 
White House where she helped shape the Administration's climate and 
energy policies. Prior to joining the White House, Celeste served as a 
diplomat in Saudi Arabia, Greece, and Germany. She also held 
positions at the U.S. Mission to the UN, served as the Climate and Energy Advisor to the Under 
Secretary for Democracy and Global Affairs at the U.S. Department of State, and worked for City of 
New York. Celeste is faculty at the Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International 
Studies (SAIS) in the Energy, Resources and Environment Program. She holds an MSc in 
Development Studies from the University of London’s School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) 
and a BA in International Relations from Tufts University. Celeste is a Term Member on the Council 
on Foreign Relations, and serves on the board of the Global Island Partnership (GLISPA) and 
America’s Service Commission. Celeste grew up in Kailua, O’ahu. 


Jesse Cooke, 

Vice President of Investments, Ulupono Initiative 

As vice president of investments for Hawaii-focused impact investment 
firm Ulupono Initiative, Jesse Cooke provides financial and technical 
due diligence for investment decisions on various projects. His main 
focus at Ulupono has been to seek and support organizations that are 
working to increase local food production in the islands. Jesse 
oversees a team of investment associates and provides crucial 
guidance on Ulupono's agricultural strategy. His financial knowledge 
helps Ulupono decide which investments are worthwhile to meet its 
mission of creating more local food for Hawaii's families. Since he's been with Ulupono, Jesse has 
been able to cultivate relationships with farmers, ranchers and other growers in a community that is 
typically fragmented and widespread. His work goes beyond crunching numbers on a spreadsheet -- 
he personally visits local farms on all islands and meets with members of the agricultural community 
to see first-hand the challenges, opportunities and solutions each operation is facing. A graduate of 
St. Louis School in Honolulu, Jesse earned a bachelor’s degree in economics from Emory University 
and a Master of Business Administration from the J. Mack Robinson College of Business at Georgia 
State University. Prior to joining Ulupono, he worked at Hawaiian Airlines, The Walt Disney 
Company, Harren Equity Partners and the Wachovia Leveraged Finance Group. He is a recognized 
CFA® charterholder and is a member of the CFA® Society of Hawaii. 


Danya Hakeem 

Portfolio Manager, Agriculture and Water for Elemental Excelerator 
Danya Hakeem works directly with agriculture and water portfolio 
companies to help them implement successful projects, find follow-on 
funders and customers, and scale their products and services. In 
addition, she supports our policy, public education, and community 
engagement work. Prior to Elemental Excelerator, Danya was the 
Program Director for Hawai‘i Center for Food Safety, a non-profit 
organization that serves as an advocate for local and regenerative food 
systems. Most recently, Danya worked with EEx portfolio company, 
Kunoa Cattle Company, as their Outreach Manager and for Honolulu 
Biennial Foundation as their Marketing and Development Manager. She 
also has a background in freelance filmmaking, where she worked for over five years producing 
television programs and web-based video for National Geographic and Discovery Communications. 
She holds an M.S. in Conflict Analysis and Resolution from George Mason University, where she 
focused on resource-based conflict, and a B.A. in Communications and Business Management from 
Virginia Tech University. She is originally from Washington, D.C. and resides in Honolulu. 


Mike and Tricia Hobson 

Co-founders and Owners WOW Farms 

Eleven years ago, Mike and Tricia Hodson were sitting on a 10-acre 
lot of Hawaii homestead agriculture land in Waimea with nothing more 
than a house and a dream board of ideas. Today, that land is now 
home to Wow Hodson Family Farms, one of the most successful 
organic tomato farms on Hawaii's Big Island. The story of how Mike 
and Tricia got to where they are today is an inspiring example of 
entrepreneurial and educational pursuits. Wow Farm tomatoes 
varieties include heirlooms, red and orange beefsteaks, and Romas. 
The tomatoes are of such pristine quality that they are in high demand by the chefs at many high 
end Hawaii resorts including the Hilton Waikoloa, Four Seasons Hualalai, and Mauna Lani Bay 
Resort. Consumers can also find Wow Farm tomatoes in select grocery stores. 


Alan Holt 

Program Director, Environment, Margaret A. Cargill Philanthropies 
Alan Holt is program director of Margaret A. Cargill Philanthropies' 
Environment domain. Before joining the Philanthropies in July 2009, Alan 
enjoyed a long career with The Nature Conservancy, a global non-profit 
organization dedicated to the conservation of biological diversity. 


From 1982 to 1998, he helped lead the expansion of the organization’s 
Hawaii conservation programs to a 60-person team managing more than 
25,000 acres of Conservancy-owned land and a series of larger watershed 
partnerships in collaboration with local communities, private landowners, 


and government agencies. Through his work on islands, Alan became heavily involved in the issue 
of invasive species, developing a coordinated effort to reduce this threat in Hawaii and helping 
organize related national and international initiatives. 


From 1998 through 2009, Alan helped direct the Conservancy’s conservation strategies in Alaska, 
Canada, Washington, Oregon, California and Hawaii as regional conservation advisor, and 
supported the organization’s global strategic planning. He worked as a field biologist for the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service and National Park Service before joining the Conservancy. Alan has a 
bachelor’s degree in liberal arts from The University of Texas and a master’s in botany from the 
University of Hawaii. 


Alan met Margaret Cargill when she visited British Columbia’s Great Bear Rainforest in 2004. He 
served as the Conservancy’s science lead on that landmark project. 
About Margaret A. Cargill Philanthropies 


Margaret A. Cargill Philanthropies(MACP) is the umbrella over the grantmaking foundations funded 
by the late Margaret Cargill: Margaret A. Cargill Foundation and Anne Ray Foundation. In keeping 
with Ms. Cargill’s direction, MACP provides meaningful support through long-term relationships with 
strategic grantee partners to make a measurable and sustainable difference on our identified priority 
problems in seven domains: Environment, Disaster Relief & Recovery, Arts & Cultures, Teachers, 
Animal Welfare, Quality of Life, and Legacy & Opportunity. The collective assets of MACP place it 
among the 10 largest philanthropies in the United States. 


The Honorable David Ige 

Governor of Hawaii 

Hawaii's Gov. David Ige began his political career in 1985 after being 
appointed by then Governor George Ariyoshi to fill a vacant seat in the 
Hawai'i House of Representatives. As governor, he launched the 
Sustainable Hawaii Initiative; his leadership on other environmental 
efforts, such as having Hawai'i be the first US state to join the Paris 
Climate Accord, have national implications. His administration’s 
environment plan includes piloting the new Pacific-Asia Institute for 
Resilience and Sustainability; increased funding and action to stop and 
control invasive species; and protecting the state’s watersheds to ensure clean drinking water for all. 


Keiki Kehoe 

Co-Director, Brainerd Foundation 

A lifelong activist, Keiki believes in the power of citizen engagement and 
the role philanthropy can play in helping build a powerful conservation 
movement in our region. As co-director of the foundation, Keiki shares 
responsibility for the foundation's day-to-day operations with Ann 
Krumboltz. She also serves as the primary program officer for the 
foundation's Conservation Policy program. Before coming to the 
foundation, Keiki spent more than a decade in Washington, D.C., working 
on the front lines of energy policy battles. In addition to her work with 


the Brainerd Foundation, Keiki has served as a consultant to more than a dozen foundations around the 
country. 


William Kostka, 

Executive Director, Micronesia Conservation Trust 

William Kostka is the co-founder of and has approximately 20 years in 
senior executive positions with both the Conservation Society of 
Pohnpei (CSP) and the Micronesia Conservation Trust (MCT). 
Extensive experience in non-profit management, conservation 
financing and endowments, organizational capacity development and 
mentoring, fund raising, conservation, strategic planning, community 
outreach, and government relations. Recipient of the Pew Marine 
Fellowship, the world’s most prestigious marine conservation 
fellowship. And recently received the Accredited Investment Fiduciary designation by fi360. 


Danielle Levoit 

Program Officer, Doris Duke Charitable Foundation 

She works across the program’s grant portfolio with a focus on 
diversifying the conservation workforce and supporting a sustainable 
agriculture system in the Tri-State area of New York. Prior to joining the 
foundation in 2015, Danielle spent seven years at the Robertson 
Foundation working with grantees in the foundation’s environmental 
and education areas. Previously, she also volunteered with the Peace 
Corps to develop small businesses in Benin, West Africa. Danielle 
holds a Master of Public Administration in public and nonprofit 
management and policy from New York University’s Wagner School of Public Service and a 
Bachelor of Science in economics from NYU’s Stern School of Business. In her free time, Danielle is 
a novice beekeeper and volunteers with the Green Beacon Coalition, a local environmental group in 
her town of Beacon, New York. 


Catherine Macdonald 

Director of Policy and External Affairs, The Nature Conservancy, 
Oregon 

Prior to this role, Catherine served as the Conservancy’s Oregon 
Director of Conservation Programs and the Oregon Director of 
Science and Stewardship. In addition to her role in Oregon, Catherine 
is currently the Co-Lead for the Conservancy’s natural climate 
solutions mitigation work in North America. Throughout her career, 
Catherine has taken on leadership assignments to improve the 
science and practice of conservation. Catherine helped to develop 
Conservation by Design, The Nature Conservancy’s organization-wide 
strategic approach to conservation. She has been the project leader for two generous grants from 
the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation supporting the development of Conserving Nature’s Stage 
Science for the Pacific Northwest and two regional land protection grants with a focus on the 
conservation of biological diversity in resilient landscapes. Catherine has served on numerous local, 


6 


state and regional boards and committees such as the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board’s 
Focused Investment Cabinet; the Eastern Oregon Agricultural Research Station Advisory Board; the 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife’s Conservation Strategy Advisory Committee and the 
Oregon Biodiversity Project Steering Committee. She currently serves on the Oregon Sage Grouse 
Conservation Coordinating Council and was recently nominated for appointment to the Oregon 
Global Warming Commission. Catherine is a Senior Fellow with the American Leadership Forum 
and holds a Bachelor's of Science from Humboldt State University and a Master’s of Science from 
Oregon State University. In 2005, Catherine was nominated by the City of Eugene and received the 
Environmental Law Institute’s National Wetland Conservation and Restoration award for her role in 
developing and implementing the West Eugene Wetlands Plan. 


Gary Maunakea-Forth 

Managing Director, MA’O Organic Farms 

Gary Maunakea-Forth was born and raised in Aotearoa-New Zealand, 
he came to Hawai’i in the late 1980’s to play rugby for the Hawaii 
Harlequins Rugby team. He has been an organic farmer the past 
13-years. In 2001, he co-founded, with his wife Kukui, the Waianae 
Community Re-development Corporation and MA’O Organic Farms, a 
Wai anae based social enterprise that grows certified organic fruits 
and vegetables and young leaders to work for a sustainable Hawai i. 
MA‘O is based on 24-acres in Lualualei Valley in the Waianae 
community. The farm provides a comprehensive range of youth leadership programs designed to 
matriculate young people from college. He is currently MA’O’s Managing Director. Gary holds a BA 
in environmental studies and political science, and a MA in political science both from the University 
of Hawaii at Manoa. During and after graduate school he worked in community-based economic 
development, microfinance and workforce development. Gary and Kukui reside on Nanakuli 
Hawaiian Homestead lands; they have four children, and three grandchildren (all of whom are being 
gently urged toward a life in farming); any free time is spent with family at the beach or outdoor 
cooking. He still eats, sleeps and drinks rugby. 


Blair McLaughlin 

Researcher, UC Santa Cruz 

Dr. Blair McLaughlin is a visiting researcher in the Ecology and 
Evolutionary Biology department at UC Santa Cruz and faculty at 
Hampshire College. She earned her PhD in Environmental Studies 
at UC Santa Cruz, her BA in cultural anthropology from Harvard 
University, and did her postdoctoral work in the Department of 
Integrative Biology at UC Berkeley. She teaches courses on 
biodiversity and climate change, ecology, ethnobotany and soundscapes. Her research focuses on 
climate change effects on ecological communities and the role of science in informing conservation. 
Her current projects address drought and climate change in endemic California oak ecosystems, 
interactions between subsurface hydrology and climate change on trees, and a synthesis of the past 
decade of scientific recommendations for climate change adaptation planning. Bringing a social 
science background to her work in ecology, she strives for an interdisciplinary approach to 
socio-ecological challenges. 


Samantha Medlock 

Senior VP & North America Head; Capital, Science & Policy 
Company 

Willis Towers Watson 

Samantha A. Medlock is Senior Vice President and North America 
Lead for Capital, Science and Policy with Willis Towers Watson, 
advancing insurance capabilities to address risk and resilience 
requirements for corporate and public sector clients. Previously, Ms. 
Medlock was Senior Advisor in the White House Office of 
Management and Budget and Deputy Director in the Council on 
Environmental Quality, coordinating across the Executive Office of the 
President and the administration to reduce the risks and costs of disasters by strengthening 
standards, leveraging capital, and creating incentives for cross-sector innovations. Prior to her White 
House appointments, she was Policy Counsel for the Association of State Floodplain Managers, a 
state and local government official, and led flood programs for the largest water and power utility in 
the State of Texas. Ms. Medlock has more than twenty years of experience in land use and disaster 
law, and has testified in Congress on flood risk, levee safety, and resilient recovery from disasters 
and authored amicus briefs on private property rights and the National Flood Insurance Program. 
She is a recipient of the Army Commander’s Award for Public Service for her service on the National 
Committee on Levee Safety created by Congress after Hurricane Katrina. In addition to supporting 
U.S. domestic resilience policy and practice, she has participated in numerous international technical 
exchanges. Ms. Medlock is a Certified Floodplain Manager, Juris Doctor graduate with honors of 
Vermont Law School, and earned a Bachelor of Science summa cum laude from Texas Woman’s 
University. 


Albie Miles 

Assistant Professor of Sustainable Community Food 
Systems,University of Hawai’i, West O’ahu 

Albie Miles is Assistant Professor of Sustainable Community Food 
Systems at the University of Hawai'i, West O’ahu. Dr. Miles received his 
Ph.D. in Environmental Science, Policy and Management from UC 
Berkeley in 2013. His research explores the relationship between 
farming system biodiversity and ecosystem services from agriculture and 
the structural obstacles to sustainable food and farming systems. He has 
worked at the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
and the Center for Agroecology and Sustainable Food Systems (CASFS) 


at UC Santa Cruz. 


Shorey Myers 

Executive Director, Jenifer Altman Foundation 

Shorey Myers work over the past decade includes a strong focus on 
global environmental health and justice, chemical policy and trade and 
the rules of the global economy. Her current portfolio at JAF includes a 
domestic focus on chemical policy and environmental justice, the Global 
South + program, a fund dedicated to strengthening the global network of 
organizations working on environmental health and justice; the European 
Environment and Health Initiative, which supports the implementation of 
key chemical regulations in the EU; and the Funders for Fair Trade 
Foundation, which seeks to promote the voice of civil society in 
international trade negotiations. Shorey currently serves on the steering committee of the Health and 
Environmental Funders Network. She holds a BA in Psychology from Reed College and a Masters 
in Public Health, focused on Environmental Health Sciences, from the University of California, 
Berkeley. 


Doug Neasloss 

Chief Councilor, Kitasoo Band 

Doug Neasloss is a keen student of Kitasoo/Xai’Xais history and culture. 
Beginning his career as a bear viewing guide and cultural interpreter, he 
has spent 12 years becoming intimately familiar with Kitasoo/Xai’Xais 
Territory. As the Marine Use Planning Community Coordinator, Doug 
spent 6 years with the community, writing a marine use plan for their 
territory. Doug has moved on to become the Kitasoo/Xai’Xais Resource 
Stewardship Director and the elected Chief Councilor. In the summers, 
Doug still finds time to follow his true passion, working as the lead guide for Spirit Bear Adventures. 


Thaler Pekar 

CEO, Thaler Pekar & Partners, LLC 

Thaler Pekar is globally renowned in the field of narrative, story, and 
persuasive communication. Both the BBC and the Smithsonian Institution 
have hailed her as one of the world’s leading experts on organizational 
storytelling, and The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
has institutionalized the use of her award-winning video on LGBTI 
refugees in South Africa. Thaler is known for her ability to guide smart 
leaders and institutions in finding stories which have reached millions of 
people across multiple communication platforms. Her team at of Thaler 
Pekar & Partners has worked in 18 countries on five continents, directing people on how best to be 
heard, understood, and influential, and guiding people and institutions in hearing others. Thaler 
always crosses the street to walk on the sunny side. You can read more about Thaler and her work 


at http://thalerpekar.com/. 


| Jamie K. Reaser 

Executive Director, National Invasive Species Council 

Jamie K. Reaser serves as the Executive Director of the National 
Invasive Species Council (NISC). Jamie is a globally recognized expert 
on invasive species as well as a wide range of other environmental and 
sustainable development issues. She has worked in more than fifty 
countries as an ecologist, environmental negotiator, professional 
communications and leadership development trainer, and programmatic 
analyst. Among other positions, she previously served as the Executive 
Director of the Global Invasive Species Programme (GISP) and NISC's 
Assistant Director for International Policy, Science, and Cooperation. She received a Ph.D. in 
Biology from Stanford University and a B.S. in Field Biology from the College of William and Mary. 


gi His Excellency Thomas Remengesau, Jr. 

President of the Republic of Palau 

Palau is comprised of more than 500 islands, all very close to sea level. 
Pres. Remengesau’s impassioned pleas to for global action brought 
attention to the people who are bearing the brunt of climate change 
now. Among other honors, he was awarded the United Nation’s top 
environment prize, the Champions of the Earth Award in 2014, for 
“strengthening the economic and environmental resilience of Palau by 
spearheading national policies to protect biodiversity.”In 2007, Time 
Magazine named him one of the heroes of the environment for 
initiatives such as the Micronesia Challenge. Pres. Remengesau is now leading an historic effort to 
establish a marine sanctuary covering 80% of Palau’s territorial waters, providing even greater 
protection for Palau’s environment while further enhancing Palau’s tourism revenues. 


Aiko Schaefer 

Director, Front & Centered 

Aiko Schaefer directs Front & Centered, a Washington statewide 
coalition of community of color leaders and organizations working to 
amplifying and elevate the interests, voices and leadership of 
communities disproportionately impacted by environmental problems 
including climate change. Aiko works on a number of other projects 
including coordinating a national network connecting and building 
alignment among frontline/communities of color, environmental 
organizations and others for a just and equitable transition to 100% a 
clean, regenerative energy future. Aiko provides strategic consulting on inclusive and equitable 
campaigns, polices and programmatic efforts. She has extensive experience working on campaigns 
across the US on poverty, inequality, women’s rights, consumer protection and environmental 
protection for over 25 years. Aiko most recently was on the faculty at the University of Washington 
School of Social Work. 
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® Itoah Scott-Enns 
Executive Director, Arctic Funders Collaborative 
Itoah Scott-Enns is the Executive Director of the Arctic Funders 
Collaborative and a member of the Tlicho Nation from Yellowknife, 
NWT, Canada. She has a degree in Aboriginal Studies and Ethics, 
Society & Law from the University of Toronto and is alumna of the 

| Jane Glassco Northern Fellowship Program. Previously, Itoah worked 

for the Tlicho Government and served on the Board of Directors for the 
YWCA Yellowknife. Itoah now sits as an Advisor on the Next 
Generation Climate Board for the Global Green Grants Fund. Itoah 

started the #SpeakTlichoToMe campaign to promote young people to learn and use the Tlicho 

language and is working to learn and pass on her language to her daughter Setiya. 


Dave Secord 

Principal, Barnacle Strategies 

Dave Secord is Principal of Barnacle Strategies, a consultancy 
based on Salt Spring Island, BC, Canada that works with diverse 
clients in North America and beyond. From 2010-2016 he was 
Director of Strategic Programs and VP Strategic Grantmaking at 
Tides Canada Foundation, where he founded and led a hands-on 
team doing solutions-oriented philanthropy in several Canadian 
geographies. Before, he was Alaska/BC Program Officer at the 

! Wilburforce Foundation. Since 2007 he has held active roles in land, 
ocean, and Indigenous funder affinity groups, including co-founding 
and chairing the Arctic Funders Collaborative, serving on the board 
of the Canadian Environmental Grantmakers’ Network, and running 
a search for the Biodiversity Funders Group’s executive director. He spearheaded and chaired the 
Canadian Science Integrity Project from 2014-2016. Before entering philanthropy he was a 
professor, where he guided or directed diverse research and educational initiatives and partnerships, 
including award-winning environmental programs at two University of Washington campuses (most 
recently as Director of the Program on the Environment). He has been a Fellow of the International 
Canadian Studies Institute and the Aldo Leopold Leadership Program, and completed the Rockwood 
Advanced Art of Leadership for Philanthropic Leaders. He is on various boards and advisory 
councils in the US, Canada, and beyond. Recent service includes the boards of Audubon Alaska, 
TNC’s Emerald Edge, and the Salt Spring Island Conservancy; the Alaska Coastal Rainforest Center 
Advisory Council; and the Climate Justice Resilience Fund Review Board. He has visited 13 
Canadian provinces and territories, 50 US states, all continents, all Arctic nations, and has seen live 
38 plays by Shakespeare (one more coming soon). He has a PhD in Zoology from the University of 
Washington and a BA in Ecology and Evolution from Pomona College. He holds faculty roles at 
Simon Fraser University and the University of Washington. 
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Naomi Starkman 

Founder/Editor-in-Chief, CivilEats 

Naomi Starkman is the founder and the editor-in-chief of CivilEats, a daily 
news source for critical thought about the American food system and the 
2014 James Beard Foundation’s Publication of the Year. She was a 
2015-16 John S. Knight Journalism Fellow at Stanford. Naomi co-founded 
the Food & Environment Reporting Network (FERN) and has worked as a 
media consultant to Consumer Reports, Newsweek, The New Yorker, 
Vanity Fair, GQ, and WIRED magazines. After graduating from law 
school, she served as the Deputy Executive Director of the City of San 
Francisco’s Ethics Commission. Naomi is an avid organic gardener, having worked on several 
farms. 


Sonja Swift 

Board Member, Swift Foundation 

Sonja played a leading role in expanding the foundation’s mission toward 
a bio-cultural framework, and on aligning the foundation’s mission with its 
investments. Sonja also serves on the boards of the International Funders 
for Indigenous Peoples, Community Agroecology Network and the 
Oakland Institute. 


Nainoa Thompson 

President, Polynesian Voyaging Society 

Explorer, environmentalist, master navigator, cultural revivalist, educator, 
storyteller: Nainoa Thompson has led the rediscovery and revival of the 
ancient Polynesian art of navigation. Through his voyaging, teaching and 
engagement, he has opened a global, multigenerational dialogue on the 
importance of sustaining ocean resources and maritime heritage. Nainoa 
has dedicated his life to exploring the ocean, maintaining the health of 
the planet and ensuring that the ancient marine heritage and culture of 
Polynesia remain vibrant into the future. Thompson is the first person in 
600 years to practice the ancient Polynesian art of navigation: 
long-distance open-ocean voyaging on a traditional double-hulled canoe 
without the aid of modern instruments. His work has led to a renewed understanding and revival of 
traditional voyaging arts lost for centuries due to the disappearance of such travel methods and the 
colonization and Westernization of the Polynesian archipelagoes. Currently the president of the 
Polynesian Voyaging Society (PVS), a non-profit research and educational organization, Thompson 
recently completed a four-year voyage around the world on the Hokile‘a, a traditional, double-hulled 
voyaging canoe. Through these travels, Thompson and his crew engaged with thousands of people, 
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including world leaders to highlight the importance of ocean resources, cultural legacies and 
protection of these critical places in the future. A Native Hawaiian, Thompson’s impact reaches 
beyond voyaging. The non-instrument navigation system Nainoa developed — blending traditional 
principles and modern scientific knowledge — is taught in schools throughout Hawai'i and the Pacific. 
This shared knowledge and his broader work with the next generation of ocean stewards is done 
with a hope that they will protect and continue the connection between the ocean past and future. 


Ashley Watts 

Owner/Operator, Local I’a 

Ashley Watts has lived in the islands of Hawai’i since 2007. She worked 
with the Pacific Islands Region Observer program for 7 years as a 
fisheries observer on the commercial long line vessels out of Honolulu 
and a port coordinator who placed the observers on the vessels. As a 
coordinator, she acted as a liason between the fisherman and NMFS for 
many years. She is originally from a fishing family in Florida and has a 
B.S. in marine biology from the University of West Florida and a M.S. of 
Zoology from Miami University. Her focus as a master’s student was community engagement in 
marine conservation. Her desire to lead by example inspires her to live sustainably and seek out 
sustainable organizations to contribute her time. She fulfilled her culinary curiosities through work 
with Onopops, a local, organic popsicle company here on Oahu. The ingredients for the popsicle are 
sourced locally to support local agriculture with the same mindset as Local l’a, who sources seafood 
only directly from local fishers. Ashley is an active participant in marine conservation and has known 
since she was very young that her kuleana is to have an integral role in protecting and preserving 
the marine world. As an owner and operator of Local I‘a she feels empowered to scale sustainability 
and economic equality within the local fishing industry by sharing the story of the seafood with the 
consumer. Her company shortens the supply chain to bring the consumer a fresher product and the 
fisher fair price and value for the seafood. 


Kathleen Welch 

Principal, Corridor Partners 

Kathleen Welch is a founding principal of Corridor Partners, a 
consulting firm that advises clients investing in advocacy and elections 
to build support for policy change. By working with teams of leading 
campaign experts, Corridor integrates rigorous research, analysis and 
evaluation in the design and execution of winning advocacy and 
electoral strategies. Corridor’s current portfolio includes state and 
federal level work in the United States on a range of issues, with a 
particular focus on climate change, energy and the environment. 
Clients include some of the nation’s largest philanthropies and 
individual donors. Kathleen brings decades of advocacy, campaigns, and philanthropic experience, 
holding leadership positions in state and national groups, the Legal Services Corporation, and as 
executive director of Equal Justice Works. Kathleen served in senior roles at The Pew Charitable 
Trusts, including as deputy director of the Environment Group. As a philanthropic advisor, Kathleen 
has engaged with a diverse group of domestic and international donors. She currently serves on the 
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advisory council of the Brainerd Foundation, and the boards of the League of Conservation Voters, 
the Natural Resources Defense Council and the NRDC Action Fund. 


Chipper Wichman, 

President & CEO, National Tropical Botanical Garden 

Chipper Wichman for his entire adult life, has worked to preserve the 
precious natural and cultural resources of Hawai'i where he was born 
and raised. He began work at the National Tropical Botanical Garden 
(NTBG) in 1976 conducting botanical surveys of Limahuli valley and the 
Na Pali coast where he discovered many new species of plants. Since 
2003 he has served as the President and CEO of NTBG and oversees 
five gardens and five preserve and programs that have a global impact. 
One of Chipper’s greatest accomplishments is the creation of the 
1,000-acre award winning Limahuli Garden and Preserve in the early 
1970s and 1980s where he and his wife Hau’oli developed a biocultural management program 
based on traditional Hawaiian ahupua‘a practices and knowledge. Chipper has gone on to become a 
globally recognized leader and was instrumental in bringing the World Conservation Congress to 
Hawaii in 2016. 


Hau‘oli Wichman, 

Executive Assistant to the President & CEO, National Tropical 
Botanical Garden 

Hau’oli Wichman is the Executive Assistant to the President and CEO 
of the National Tropical Botanical Garden. In this capacity she has 
been a key partner in all of Chipper’s work at the NTBG including 
creating the award winning Limahuli Garden and Preserve, the 
restoration of Pi ilanihale Heiau, the development of an award winning 
Master Plan for Kahanu Garden, the construction of a the LEED Gold 
Botanical Research Center at NTBG's national headquarters and the 
establishment of the Lawai Kai Special Subzone. In addition to the work 
at NTBG, for the past 31 years she has assisted Chipper with their 
work to build resilience and capacity in their rural community of Ha‘ena, Kaua‘i. In 1995, Hau‘oli was 
elected as the President of the board of directors for the newly established Waipa Foundation a 
nonprofit community-based organization dedicated to supporting Hawaiian farmers and restoring the 
cultural landscape of the ahupua‘a of Waipa — a property owned and supported by Kamehameha 
Schools. She served in this capacity until 2004. From 2008 to 2014 Hau‘oli helped her husband 
Chipper with the effort to bring the IUCN World Conservation Congress to Hawaii which required 
numerous trips to Washington DC, as well as Geneva, Barcelona and Korea. 
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‘Aulani Wilhelm 

Senior Vice President, Center For Oceans, Conservation 
International 

‘Aulani Wilhelm spent 20 years in natural resource management, 
primarily ocean conservation, leading the designation of what is now 
the Papahanaumokuakea Marine National Monument and World 
Heritage site in Hawai'i. As the Senior Vice President for Oceans at 
Conservation International, she provides strategic direction, 
management and oversight of Cl’s Center for Oceans to drive global 
progress to restore and protect our oceans. She brings a track record 
of innovation to her work through the development of new models for 
scaled ocean conservation, building uncommon networks, and 
forging strong partnerships to improve conservation design. She is 
passionate about engaging the wisdom, knowledge and culture of 
indigenous people in designing innovative solutions to increase impact and scale. Prior to joining 
Conservation International, she was Director of Ocean Initiatives for NOAA’s Office of National 
Marine Sanctuaries, and a Social Innovation Fellow at Stanford University. She founded Island 
Water, a social venture to provide clean water and reduce plastic pollution on islands; and, Big 
Ocean, a global network of large-scale marine managed areas. She is Chair of the IUCN-WCPA 
Large-Scale Marine Protected Area Task Force. A long-time member of the Polynesian Voyaging 
Society, ‘Aulani was privileged to be a crew member on the recently completed historic three-year 
worldwide voyage of HokUile‘a, the Hawaiian voyaging canoe that has helped lead the revival of 
oceanic wayfinding and non-instrument navigation across the Pacific. 
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